is needful. The length of this must naturally depend upon the kind of employment aimed at. It is no unusual thing to hear the friends of a young probationer speaking with great contempt of the hospital system which rules that " quite a ridiculously small salary " is all she will get for her first year's work. " Their pretty and convenient house well repays a visit, and inclines the healthy guest to say, "It would be no great hardship to ber ill in such a home as this."
A GOOD REPORT.
Beaintree and Bocking Cottage Hospital shows an excellent balance-sheet for 1892, owing to the increase in donations and subscriptions. The house to house canvass made by some ladies and gentlemen proved most successful in adding to the subscription list.
HOPE DEFERRED. The trained nurses connected with the institute at Bedford must have almost given up hoping for the increase of space and greater comfort once talked of for them. It is ten months since the bazaar was held, by which a sum of ?600 was raised "to benefit the institute." Apparently the governors cannot make up their minds whether to enlarge the one existing or to erect a new building. No doubt the decision presents certain difficulties, but it is disheartening to busy workers to find, after a lapse of so many months, the money intended to benefit the Home is still lying idle.
A BAD EXAMPLE.
It is the fashion in some institutions to look upon illness as criminal when any members of the staff of workers indulge in it. The idea may sound preposterous outside hospital walls, but dwellers within the precincts of some of these places know quite well that they are not expected to be ill, and will therefore get scant pity if they indulge in this luxury. However On asking a young woman the other day whether there was no remedy for the severe pain from which she was suffering, she replied, "Oh ! yes, the doctor has written me ajprescription, and I mean to have it made up and take it some day." " Why not 'at once," was the rejoinder ; "it may be too late when you) fly to the medicine ; " but she seemed quite content to know there was a cure close at hand, and to go on as she was, " for it would be such a trouble to take it regularly," she said ; and besides, she added, " I have not time to get it." "But the neglect will probably cause your death," continued the friend. " No, it will not come to that," was the answer ; "I shall see to it all in good time." And so she went on, heedless of consequences, like a child playing on the brink of a precipice.
Many and many a one acts in this way for the sickness of the soul, and delays to fly to the prescriptions our Great Physician has given us in the Bible. There is no ill for which we may not find relief if we only exert ourselves to get them "made up." Suffering, sorrow, anxieties, petty annoyances, can each and all find their antidote in this wondrous book, while for the heart3 burdened by the guilt of sin, longing to be quit of the iniquities which weigh it down, there is God's great prescription, "The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth from all sin." In His Precious Blood we can wash and be clean, only we must go to the Bath ourselves. The means of cure is written out for our use just aB was the one given to the young woman, but if we only look at it and say, I know it is the right thing, is it really necessary to take it at once ? 
